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About Irish National Opera 
 
Purpose and Priorities 
Irish National Opera was created to transform opera in Ireland, in the firm belief that opera 
is for everyone. As Ireland’s national opera company, its purpose is to grow the opera 
community, champion Irish talent and present extraordinary performances throughout 
Ireland and beyond. 
 

 
The Marriage of Figaro Gaiety Theatre, April 2018 

 
To fulfil this purpose our priorities for the next three years are focused on presenting, 
connecting and potential: We will present work from the opera repertoire including 



audience favourites, lesser-known and contemporary works,  and touring productions. We 
will also create new Irish operas and innovative work.  
 
We will connect with citizens and audiences by touring throughout Ireland, performing high 
quality and exciting productions in established venues and unexpected places. We will 
further engage with young people, first timers and opera lovers alike with imaginative 
programming around productions and other public, education and outreach projects and 
events.  
 

 
Orfeo ed Euridice, Galway International Arts Festival 2018 & National Tour Feb/March 2019 

 
 
We will nurture potential, enriching Irish opera today and for the future, through the Opera 
Studio for emerging artists and by engaging with third level students, commissioning new 
work and collaborating with artists from other creative sectors. 
 
 
The Story so Far 
Founded in January 2018, Irish National Opera was born in response to a competitive call 
out by the Arts Council, from the merger of two award-winning opera companies, Opera 
Theatre Company and Wide Open Opera. In its first two years of operation INO gave 72 
performances of 14 operas in 24 Irish venues.  
 
The company has performed large-scale productions of works from the great operatic canon 
by Mozart, Verdi, Puccini and Rossini in the Gaiety and Bord Gáis Energy theatres in Dublin, 
the National Opera House in Wexford and Cork Opera House. It has also taken touring 



productions of works by Thomas Adès, Offenbach, Gluck and Vivaldi — the first ever 
production of a Vivaldi opera in Ireland — to all parts of the country. 
 
INO is also committed to taking Irish opera productions abroad. Its FEDORA–Generali Prize 
winning production of Donnacha Dennehy and Enda Walsh’s The Second Violinist, a co-
production with Landmark Productions, has been seen in Galway, Dublin, London and 
Amsterdam. International co-productions include Gerald Barry’s Alice’s Adventures Under 
Ground with the Royal Opera House and Carmen with Seattle Opera and Opera Philadelphia. 
 

 
The Second Violinist London 2018, Amsterdam 2019 

 
With its potential to increase access and reach digital has been important to INO from the 
start. The company’s production of Puccini’s Madama Butterfly starring Celine Byrne was 
available on demand on the RTÉ Player. The Second Violinist, Gluck’s Orfeo ed Euridice and 
Rossini’s La Cenerentola were webstreamed on www.operavision.eu. Its street-art opera, He 
did what? by Brian Irvine and John McIlduff, a co-production with Dumbworld, has screened 
at Operadagen Festival in Rotterdam, Edinburgh Fringe Festival, Dublin Fringe Festival and 
at New York’s BAM New Wave Festival.  
 
Digital innovation during lockdown include the Friday Opera Sessions, showcasing 25 of 
Ireland’s most talented opera singers and Seraglio- The Mini-Series an 8 part series based 
on Mozart’s The Abduction from the Seraglio. In December 2020 the company premiered its 
most ambitious digital project to date, 20 Shots of Opera -  20 new short opera works 
commissioned, recorded and filmed in just a few months. 
 
The ABL Aviation Opera Studio is INO’s artistic and professional development programme. It 
provides training and a platform for emerging opera artists in several disciplines. Studio 



members gave the world premiere This Hostel Life by Evangelia Rigaki and Melatu Uche 
Okorie in the crypt of Dublin’s Christ Church Cathedral in 2019 and they also presented the 
free, introductory show, The Deadly World of Opera, in Dublin suburbs and city centre as 
part of Dublin City Council’s MusicTown festival.  
 
Company Culture 
Led by Executive Director Diego Fasciati and Artistic Director Fergus Sheil, Irish National 
Opera currently has a dedicated and hard-working core team of 12. We encourage a culture 
of collegiality, mutual respect and professionalism. We endeavour to create a supportive 
work environment where self-initiative and professional development are valued. We 
expect high-quality work  to be delivered at all times in a fast-paced environment. We 
encourage team members to familiarise themselves with the work of other departments 
and the work of the company. We encourage everyone to contribute to the growth and 
development of the company. 
 

 
Least Like The Other Galway International Arts Festival 2019 

 
 
The Role of Stage Manager  
Irish National Opera is now seeking a Stage Manager on a full-time basis. The Stage 
Manager will play a key role in the production department led by the Head of Production 
and will report the Company Stage Manager as well as work closely with other production 
personnel. This full-time position arises from the need to ensure that the growing number 
of productions are properly staffed and to create continuity in the stage management team. 
 
 



 
La Cenerentola Bord Gáis Energy Theate, November 2019 
 
Key Information about this Role 
Irish National Opera is an equal opportunity employer and encourages and welcomes 
applications from candidates of all backgrounds. 
 
The company’s office is at 69 Dame Street, Dublin 2. Rehearsal venues are generally in 
Dublin. Performance venues are throughout Ireland. 
 
The starting salary range for this role is €42,000 - €46,000 depending on experience, plus up 
to 5% pension contribution upon completion of probation. The company conducts annual 
performance and salary reviews. 
 
The role is offered as a three-year contract, subject to successful completion of 6 month 
probationary period. 
 
Start date: Monday 27 September 2021. 
 
The annual leave entitlement is 20 days. 
 
 
How to Apply 
To apply for this role, please email your CV and a cover letter outlining your suitability and 
experience to Executive Director Diego Fasciati at diego@irishnationalopera.ie.  All 
applications will be treated with the strictest confidentiality. 
 

mailto:diego@irishnationalopera.ie


Closing Date: Friday 11 June 2021.  Interviews will held in the second half of June. It is 
envisaged that interviews will be held in person where possible. Interviews are also possible 
by video for candidates not currently based in Ireland or if required by public health 
guidelines. 
 
More information on Irish National Opera can be found on our website: 
www.irishnationalopera.ie  
 
Thank you for your interest in this role. 
 


